
1. Microphone converts
sound to analog
electrical signals

2. Mixer amplifies
and tweaks

signal

3. Multichannel tape deck
converts signals to zones of

magnetized iron particles
on acetate or polyester tape.

Converts recording back
to electronic signals for

playback and “mixdown.”

5. 2-channel tape deck
stores stereo “master

recording” on tape. Converts
back to electrical signal

for playback or lathe
“cutting.”4. Mixer tweaks and

balances signals
for stereo sound.

6. Lathe converts electrical
signals to grooves on a

lacquer disk.

7. Lacquer disk is
visually inspected

for flaws.

8. Lacquer Disk is
electroplated to create

a metal negative

9. A vinyl test/master
disk is molded

from the negative.

10. For large runs
the master disk

is electroplated to
create the “stamper”

(mold).

11. Two stampers are
used to mold both sides
of the mass-produced

vinyl lps.

12. A turntable cartridge
tracks the grooves

in the lp and generates
an electronic signal.

13. An amplifier adjusts
and amplifies the
electronic signal.

14. Speakers convert
the amplified signal

back to sound.

The Audio Chain, Circa 1967
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